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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 16 June 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Applicant amends claims to require an open electronic circuit opened at one 
location and argues that the Noguchi reference cited does not teach all the limitations of 
amended claim 1 since "the common electrode 10 forms a complete closed circuit 
around the parameter of the disclosed display matrix." The examiner respectfully 
disagrees with this interpretation of the Noguchi reference. 

3. Noguchi teaches a matrix wiring circuit having non-linear resistance elements 
(e.g. 21 , 22) for electrostatic discharge protection, wherein the resistance elements 21 , 
22 can exhibit a resistance of not less than 10 GQ when a voltage is applied, thereby 
effectively creating an opened location at the resistance elements. (See at least Fig. 5 
and description.) Secondly, in a separate embodiment as illustrated in Fig. 7, the wiring 
circuit is cut along lines connecting cut marks 12 in a late step so that the common 
electrodes 9, 10 are disconnected from gate and drain terminals while a plurality of non- 
linear elements 41 , 42, 43 are used to connect the bus lines 3 and the drain lines 4. 
That is, the linear elements 41-43 function in the same manner as the elements 21 , 22, 
and the closed circuit formed by the common electrodes 9, 10 no longer exist. 

4. Furthermore, applicant has already pointed out that conventional art uses an 
open curve electronic circuit wiring to protect against electrostatic discharge as taught in 
cited Patent Documents 1 and 2. Merely reciting what is old and known in claims 
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without pointing out how it is critical to the novelty of invention is not a persuasive 
argument for allowability. 

5. Finally, when amending claims, applicant should clearly indicate what is added 
(underline portion) and what is removed (strike-through or bracket portion) in the claims. 
For example, Claim 1 as amended should appear as " Open curve electronic [Electronic] 
circuit wiring..." to properly indicate the removal of the word "Electronic". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 5,220,443 to Noguchi. Noguchi teaches a matrix wiring substrate used as for 
example a drive electrode assembly of an active matrix liquid crystal display, and more 
specifically to a matrix wiring substrate having a common electrode for preventing an 
electrostatic breakdown or destruction in a manufacturing process. As illustrated by 
circuit diagrams, a plurality of first level wirings (gate bus lines 3) are provided on an 
insulating substrate; a plurality of second level wirings (drain bus lines 4) are provided 
on the insulating substrate to intersect the first level wirings at a intersection P, and an 
insulating layer are provided at the intersection P so as to electrically separate the first 
and second level wirings from each other. The wiring substrate further comprises: a 
number of pixel electrodes 1 corresponding to pixels of the liquid crystal display and 
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each associated with one TFT 2 for individually driving the corresponding pixel 
electrode 1 ; a gate (start) terminal 5 and a drain (end or ground) terminal arranged on a 
same side of the substrate via the intersection P, and non-linear resistor elements 21 , 
22, 31 , 32, wherein since the non-linear elements 31 and 32 are connected between the 
checking pad 6 and the common electrode 9 and between the checking pad 8 and the 
common electrode 10, respectively, a current can be discharged from opposite ends of 
each bus line 3 or 4 to corresponding common electrode 9 or 10 without giving any 
adverse effect to the wiring checking. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLIE PENG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2177. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 6 pm M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on (571) 272-2415. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Charlie Y. Peng/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2883 

09/29/2008 



